On behalf of the Department of Sociology, I would like to welcome you to the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and the Seventh Annual Sociology of Development conference. We are truly delighted that you have chosen to join us for this conference, an important aim of which is to identify and explore some of the many obstacles to development present in the world today. We are looking forward to many thought-provoking presentations and engaging conversations on numerous topics related to development. October is a usually a lovely time of the year in this midwest college town, and we very much hope that you will enjoy your visit.
Dining
We will provide you with breakfast, lunch, and plenty of coffee during at the conference. In the evening, you will have the opportunity to explore some of the fabulous dining options that Champaign and Urbana have to offer.
For a complete guide to the food and drink options, please visit this link:
https://www.visitchampaigncounty.org/business/category/54/food-and-drink//54
Here are a few of our favorites:
Big Grove Tavern (Champaign) Offering the very best in fresh American Cuisine with a wide selection of seasonal house cocktails, Midwestern craft beers and carefully curated wines. Private dining available.
http://www.biggrovetavern.com
Black Dog Smoke and Ale house (Champaign and Urbana)
Black Dog Smoke and Ale House, with their custom made smoker, cooks some of the finest barbecue in town. Rated #2 on Maxim's best barbecue in the country, you'll find a location in both Urbana and Champaign. Daily specials include selections like smoked pork belly, bacon-wrapped meatloaf or fried catfish sandwich.
Miga (Champaign)
Miga is an upscale restaurant serving modern American cuisine, sushi, wine and handcrafted cocktails. Suitable for every pallet, our elegant array of culinary specialties is sure to fulfill your desires.
http://miga-restaurant.com V. Picasso (Champaign) V.Picasso is a farm-to-table restaurant featuring vintages on tap, handcrafted cocktails and farmfocused cuisine made with local ingredients, grown and raised for us by Willow Creek Farm.
http://www.vpicasso.com
Watson's Shack and Rail (Champaign)
Watson's is a fine-casual chicken shack, bar, and restaurant. Our specialties included fried and rotisserie style chicken with our Nashville Hot Chicken and Fried Chicken and Waffles taking center stage on most nights. Our delicious chicken is supplemented with our house made biscuits, seasonal sides, and chef-driven appetizers and specials. 
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Margaret Frye is an Assistant Professor of Sociology at the University of Michigan. She studies how culture shapes demographic behavior, with a particular interest in education and sexual relationships. Empirically, her research has focused primarily on sub-Saharan Africa and has employed a variety of methodological strategies. She is currently engaged in data collection for a new project in Kampala, where she is examining changing understandings of status resulting from Uganda's simultaneous expansion of university education and contraction of employment opportunities.
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